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Grammar
Reported speech 

Ø In reported speech (also called indirect speech) we report what was said. 

Ø The most common verbs used for this are say, tell, ask .

Ø There are tense changes (back-shifting) and structure rules, which generally apply



Grammar
Direct speech Indirect speech

Present simple
“I work in Paris”

Past simple
He said that he worked in Paris

Present continuous
“I’m working in Paris”

Past continuous
He said that he was working in Paris

Past simple
”I worked in Paris”

Past perfect
He said that he had worked in Paris

Past continuous
“I was working in Paris”

Past perfect continuous
He said that he had been working in Paris

Present perfect
“I have worked in Paris”

Past perfect
He said that he had worked in Paris

Present perfect continuous
“I have been working in Paris”

Past perfect continuous
He said that he had been working in Paris

Past perfect
“I had worked in Paris”

Past perfect (no change)
He said that he had worked in Paris

Past perfect continuous
“I had been working in Paris”

Past perfect continuous (no change)
He said that he had been working in Paris

Will
”I will pay for my trip to Paris”

Would
He said that he would pay for his trip to Paris.

Would
“I would be happy to work in Paris”

Would
He said that he would be happy to work in Paris.

Can
“I am happy that I can go to Paris”

Could
“He said that he was happy that he could go to Paris”

Am/is/are going to
”I am going to go to Paris for work”

Was/were going to
He said that he was going to go to Paris for work.



Grammar
Reported questions, requests and imperatives Time referfences

ü In reported yes/no questions, we use

asked + if/whether + the same word order as in a statement

e.g. “Did you turn off the lights?”

She asked if I had turned off the lights.

ü In reported requests, we use

asked + object + infinitive

e.g. “Could you please turn off the lights”

She asked me to turn off the lights.

ü In reported imperatives, we use

told + object + infinitive

e.g. “Turn off the lights!”

He told me to turn off the lights.

Now – then

Today – that day

Here – there

This – that

This week/month/year… – that week/month/year… 

Tomorrow – the next / following day

Next week/month/year – the next / following week/month/year… 

Yesterday – the previous day / the day before

2 days ago – 2 days previously / before

Tonight – that night

Last Saturday/night/weekend… – the previous Saturday/night/weekend…

Next Sunday/week/year… – the following / next Sunday/week/year…



Exercise
Reported speech – transform these sentences in your notebooks

1. “Julie didn’t go out last night.”        She said _________________________________________________
2. ”I’m listening to my new CD now.”  He told me _______________________________________________
3. “I was waiting for the bus when he arrived.”     He said _________________________________________
4. “Has she been to school this week?”      He asked _____________________________________________ 
5. “She hasn’t been feeling well all day.”    She told me ___________________________________________
6. “They had been arguing all weekend.”   He said _______________________________________________
7. “We’ll pick up the kids next week.”        They told us ___________________________________________
8. “She can’t play the piano”.     I told him _____________________________________________________
9. “I don’t have a computer.”     He told her ____________________________________________________
10. ”We’re going to go away next month”    They said _____________________________________________
11. ”Can you please stay here with me?”     She asked me _________________________________________
12. “Don’t move!”   He told me _______________________________________________________________



…and we’re done, almost J

• Please open your book on page 83 and test yourself. Before you begin, make sure you 
browse through the entire unit to revise the vocabulary.  Don’t worry about the score, there 
is always room to learn more!

#седидома


