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�Key grammar:

Modal verbs:
∗ must / mustn’t ;

∗ have to / don’t have to;

∗ should / shouldn’t. 

Unit 9: Getting it right –
modal verbs



∗ We use must to express a rule, obligation or 
duty.

You must pay your taxes. (It’s the law.)

∗ We use mustn’t to express prohibition.

You mustn’t turn right here. (You aren’t allowed to.) 

Must / mustn’t



∗ We use have to to express necessity.

I have to be at work at 9 am. (It’s necessary.)

∗ We use don’t/doesn’t have to to express lack 
of necessity.

You don’t have to wash the dishes. (It isn’t necessary.) 

Have to / don’t have to



∗ We use should/shouldn’t to give advice.

You should see a doctor.

You shouldn’t drive when you feel tired.

Should / shouldn’t



1. I’ve got toothache. I must/mustn’t go to the dentist.

2. You must/mustn’t sit there. That’s 26. Your seat’s 
number 28.

3. I hate Saturday mornings because I mustn’t/have to 
do the housework.

4. My brother wants to be an ambulance driver. He has 
to/mustn’t do a first-aid course.

5. You must/mustn’t eat those chocolates. They’re 
Martin’s.

6. My sister’s going to spend a month in Peru. She 
have to/has to have lots of injections.

Exploring grammar: choose the right answer



1. I’ve got toothache. I must go to the dentist.

2. You mustn’t sit there. That’s 26. Your seat’s number 
28.

3. I hate Saturday mornings because I have to do the 
housework.

4. My brother wants to be an ambulance driver. He has 
to do a first-aid course.

5. You mustn’t eat those chocolates. They’re Martin’s.

6. My sister’s going to spend a month in Peru. She has 
to have lots of injections.

Exploring grammar: check your answers



Complete the conversation. Choose from a – e.
A: Mum, I feel ill.                                                           a). You should take an aspirin.

B:  ___________________                                         b). Cold? I think I’ll phone the doctor. 

A: I’ve got a horrible headache.                               c). You look awful! What’s the matter?

B:  ___________________                                          d). No, you  mustn’t watch TV. Go to bed.

A: And I’ve got stomach ache, and I feel sick.     e). I think you should go to bed if you fell sick.

B: ____________________                                         

A: But I want to watch TV.                                         

B: ____________________                                         

A: OK. I feel really cold, anyway.

B: ____________________

Exploring grammar: modal verbs



A: Mum, I feel ill.                                                            

B: You look awful! What’s the matter?                                                                               

A: I’ve got a horrible headache.                                 

B:  You should take an aspirin.                                           

A: And I’ve got stomach ache, and I feel sick.      

B: I think you should go to bed if you fell sick.                                        

A: But I want to watch TV.                                          

B: No, you  mustn’t watch TV. Go to bed.                                       

A: OK. I feel really cold, anyway.

B: Cold? I think I’ll phone the doctor.

Exploring grammar: check your answers



1. If you burn your finger, you _____ put it in cold 
water.

2. You _____ have a first-aid box at home.

3. You _____ go to the doctor simply because you feel 
tired.

4. You _____ go everywhere on the bus. You _____ 
walk into town.

5. You _____ sit in the sun all day.

6. You _____ drink lots of water. It’s good for you.

Exploring grammar: giving advice



1. If you burn your finger, you should put it in cold 
water.

2. You should have a first-aid box at home.

3. You shouldn’t go to the doctor simply because you 
feel tired.

4. You shouldn’t go everywhere on the bus. You should 
walk into town.

5. You shouldn’t sit in the sun all day.

6. You should drink lots of water. It’s good for you.

Exploring grammar: check your answers



Match problems 1 – 6 with advice a – f. Complete the advice using 
these verbs: do, play, sit, go, eat, take.

1. I’ve got a headache.             

2. My feet hurt.                          

3. I’ve got toothache.               

4. I think she’s broken her arm.

5. I’ve got stomach ache.

6. When someone faints, I never know what to do.

a). You should _____ to the dentist.

b). We should _____ her to hospital.

c). You should ______ a first-aid course.

d). You shouldn’t _____ in front of the TV for hours.

e). You shouldn’t ______ those chips, then.

f). You shouldn’t _______ football in sandals.

Exploring grammar: giving advice



1. I’ve got a headache. ~ You shouldn’t sit in front of 
the TV for hours.

2. My feet hurt. ~ You shouldn’t play football in 
sandals.                          

3. I’ve got toothache. ~ You should go to the dentist.

4. I think she’s broken her arm. ~ We should take her 
to hospital.

5. I’ve got stomach ache. ~ You shouldn’t eat those 
chips, then.

6. When someone faints, I never know what to do. ~ 
You should do a first-aid course.

Exploring grammar: check your answers



Make complete sentences, using has to or have to and 
one of these verbs: stay, work, do, wear, leave, shout.

1. Jodie ______ the house at 7.30.

2. Martin ______ the washing up after dinner.

3. I go out at the weekend but I ____ at home during 
the week.

4. My grandfather can’t hear very well so you _____ 
when you talk to him.

5. Sally’s a nurse. She often _____ at night.

6. A lot of British schoolchildren _______ a uniform.

Exploring grammar: modal verbs



1. Jodie has to leave the house at 7.30.

2. Martin has to do the washing up after 
dinner.

3. I go out at the weekend but I have to stay at 
home during the week.

4. My grandfather can’t hear very well so you 
have to shout when you talk to him.

5. Sally’s a nurse. She often has to work at 
night.

6. A lot of British schoolchildren have to wear a 
uniform.

Exploring grammar: check your answers



Make sentences using don’t/doesn’t have to or mustn’t.

1. We haven’t got any olives for the pizza, but that 
doesn’t matter. (We/put)

2. The concert’s free. (We/pay)

3. There isn’t  a uniform at Jodie’s school. (She/wear)

4. Students can’t take mobile phones into the 
classroom. It’s a rule. (They/use)

5. I’d like to be a cat because cats sleep all day. 
(They/work)

6. Why are you opening that letter? It isn’t for you. 
(You/read)

Exploring grammar: don’t/doesn’t have to or mustn’t



Check your answers:

1. We don’t have to put olives on the pizza.

2. We don’t have to pay.

3. She doesn’t have to wear a uniform.

4. They mustn’t use mobile phones in the 
classroom.

5. They don’t have to work.

6. You mustn’t read that letter.

Exploring grammar: don’t/doesn’t have to or mustn’t



Use the prompts to say what you must/mustn’t do when 
on a plane.

∗ have more than one piece of hand luggage;

∗ carry sharp/dangerous objects;

∗ wear seat-belt for take-off and landing;

∗ smoke;

∗ use mobile phones;

∗ read safety instructions;

∗ put hand luggage in over-head lockers.

You mustn’t have more than one piece of hand luggage.

Exploring grammar: must/mustn’t



Grammar exercises:

� https://agendaweb.org/verbs/modals-must-
have-to-exercises.html;

� https://agendaweb.org/verbs/modals-shall-
should-exercises.html;

� https://agendaweb.org/verbs/modals-
exercises.html. 

Modal verbs:


