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Past Perfect Practice 





We use the past perfect to talk about a past situation or activity that happened before another past situation or activity, or before a particular moment in the past.


e.g. I had passed my driving test by the time I finished university.


We form the past perfect with had and the past participle form of the verb. 


We use the past simple instead of the past perfect when we talk about a single activity or event in the past.


e.g. While I was at university, I passed my driving test.  


The present perfect is used to speak of an action that has finished in a time or moment that hasn’t finished. 


e.g. I have had 2 cups of coffee today, (today is not finished).  





Read the sentences below and then write or say what people had done by the times indicated.








0. (Example) They went to the cinema and ate 2 bags of popcorn before the film finished. 





They had eaten 2 bags of popcorn by the time the film finished.___________________________


1. I wrote 7 reports before finishing work. 


___________________________________________________________________________________





2. She drank a whole bottle of wine before going to bed. 


___________________________________________________________________________________





3. We ate 5 sandwiches before arriving in Scotland. 


___________________________________________________________________________________





4. He qualified as a teacher before getting married. 


___________________________________________________________________________________





5. He stole more than 500,000 euros before the police caught him. 


___________________________________________________________________________________





6. They manufactured more than 1,000,000 cars before the factory closed. 


___________________________________________________________________________________





7. She wrote 95 books before dying. 


___________________________________________________________________________________





8. He visited France before finishing his classes. 


___________________________________________________________________________________





9. He got a job before leaving school. 


___________________________________________________________________________________





10. We started our own company before we were 25. 


___________________________________________________________________________________





11. He didn’t leave home before he turned 30. 


___________________________________________________________________________________





12. I saw the film before buying the book. 


___________________________________________________________________________________





13. We didn’t see the capital before leaving the country. 


___________________________________________________________________________________





14. They painted the whole house before they sold it. 


___________________________________________________________________________________
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Past Perfect Continuous  





We use the past perfect continuous to talk about something that was in progress recently before or up to a past point in time or activity that happened over a period up to a particular past time, or until shortly before it, and the past perfect when we talk about a finished activity before a past time:


e.g. He’d been playing tennis so when he got home he took a shower. 


We can also use it to indicate continuous activities and evidence to support the idea that they happened


e.g. Although she was smiling she had clearly been crying. (perhaps her eyes were wet and red) 


If we talk about how long something went on up to a particular past time or the duration of the time we did something, we prefer the past perfect continuous although the past perfect isn’t incorrect: 


e.g. We had been driving for 6 hours when we stopped,    or   We had driven for 6 hours when we stopped. 
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Read the sentences below and then write or say what the people had been doing.


Don’t forget to use the correct time clauses where necessary. 








0. (Example) When I walked into the room he was sitting next to an empty plate looking content. 





He had been eating pizza.____________________________________________________________


1. The children looked very furtive and the room smelled of cigarettes. 


______________________________________________________________________________________





2. She was running for 20 minutes and then she saw an accident. 


______________________________________________________________________________________





3. We travelled more than 10 hours before arriving in Scotland. 


______________________________________________________________________________________





4. He was covered in mud and was wearing a bicycle helmet. 


______________________________________________________________________________________





5. They were watching the film for nearly an hour and then the electric was cut off. 


______________________________________________________________________________________





6. She was asleep for more than 3 hours when the alarm went off. 


______________________________________________________________________________________





7. He was sitting at the table with two empty bottles of whisky next to him and an unusual smile on his face. 


______________________________________________________________________________________





8. When they left the house they noticed that, although the sun was out, there was water everywhere. 


______________________________________________________________________________________





9. They were covered in paint and the house smelled very strongly of paint when we arrived. 


______________________________________________________________________________________





10. She was just turning the TV off when we walked into the room. 


______________________________________________________________________________________





11. They worked for 12 hours before they were happy with the result. 


______________________________________________________________________________________





12. I was reading for at least 2 hours and then the telephone rang. 


_____________________________________________________________________________________





13. They were blushing and his face was covered in lipstick. 


______________________________________________________________________________________





14. I was sitting on the train for 20 minutes before I realized I didn’t have the keys to the office. 


______________________________________________________________________________________





�





�








� Natasha Ilijoska, ESL Teacher, ‘’D-r Jovan Kalauzi’’-Bitola








